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A message from the  Office... 
 
 

Earlier this month, we welcomed families on two separate evenings.  It was great to see 
so many families at our Curriculum Night.  Parental involvement is indicative of success 
in student achievement.  You are encouraged to continue engaging in conversations 
around your child’s education.   
 

We look forward to sharing with you your child’s progress report on November 22nd.  The 
purpose of the Elementary Progress Report Card is to communicate your child’s progress 
towards the achievement of the curriculum expectations since the beginning of the school 
year. 
 

For this report card, teachers use a rating scale instead of letter grades or percentage 
marks. The rating scale is as follows: 

 Progressing Very Well 

 Progressing Well 

 Progressing With Difficulty 
 

Teachers will also write personalized comments that indicate what has been learned, the 
student’s strengths, and next steps that home and school can collaboratively work on to 
improve student learning.   
 

The Progress report will: 
 tell you how well your child is developing the learning skills and work habits we know 

are essential for success 
 report on all academic subjects – such as language, math, social studies, science 

and technology– but instead of assigning a grade or mark, it will tell you how well 
your child is progressing: “very well”, “well” or “with difficulty”. 

 highlights strengths and areas to improve before evaluations are completed 
 

Student Led Conferences and interviews will be held on Thursday, November 22nd and 
Friday November 23rd.  A reminder that Friday, November 23rd is a PA Day and there 
will be no school for students.  In the next two weeks, we will be sharing information on 
how to book your interview/conference online.  Please ensure we have your up-to-date 
email address.   
 
We thank you for your continued support.  As always, should you have any questions or 
concerns, please call us at school.   
 

Your partners in education,  
 

Mr. B. Taha                    Ms. Reid 
Principal                         Vice Principal 

November  2018 

PA DAY 
 

There will be  
No School  

for students on  
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23, 2018   

 
 

A reminder to set your clocks back one 

hour before you go to bed  
 

Saturday, November 3rd  
 

This is also a great time to check the batteries in 

your smoke detectors! 



Dressing for Cooler Weather 
 

All our students will be expected to be outside before, during and after school in all weather 
conditions (i.e., rain or shine, snow or heat).  Students need to come to school dressed to 
play outside during recesses.  Boots (for rain or snow), rain jackets, hats, mitts, scarves and 
snow pants will help make recess an enjoyable time.   
 

It is advisable for children to keep extra pants and socks at school in case they get wet. To 
avoid adding to our clothing collection in the Lost and Found Bin, please be sure to label all 
articles of clothing. 

Trillium Woods Public School Council  

 
On Thursday, October 11 Trillium Woods’ School Council met to elect new council members for the 
2018-2019 school year.  The following members were elected to School Council: 

 
Marleen C, Chair  
Aya U, Treasurer 

Ursula M, Secretary  
Lopa B 
Heidi A 

Charmaine C 
Lixia Y 
Jian H 

Kamran M 
Shelly S 

Raheleh N 
 
Parents are always welcome to attend School Council Meetings.  Please visit the School Council 
website for past meeting agendas and our constitution.   
 
Our next School Council meeting is scheduled for December 6th.  
 

Welcome! 
 

In our attempt to be inclusive of ALL 
students and their families, we some-
times don’t always get it right.   
 
We will be updating our Welcome Mu-
ral in the front entrance later this 
month.  If we have overlooked 
‘Welcome’ in your language, please 
email us at tril-
lium.woods.ps@yrdsb.ca with the cor-
rect spelling and capitalization.   
 
Similarly, if we have incorrectly spelled 
anything, please email us any edits 
that we can fix.   
 
Thank you in advance for your input!   



Remembrance Day  
 

Every year on November 11th, Canadians pause in a moment of silence to re-
member the men and women who have served, and continue to serve our country 
during times of war, conflict and peace. We honour those who fought for Canada 
in the First World War (1914-1918), the Second World War (1939-1945), and the 
Korean War (1950-1953), as well as those who have served since then. More than 
1,500,000 Canadians have served our country in this way, and more than 100,000 
have died. They gave their lives and their futures so that we may live in peace. 

 

By remembering their service and their sacrifice, we recognize the tradition of free-
dom these men and women fought to preserve. They believed that their actions in 
the present would make a significant difference for the future, but it is up to us to 
ensure that their dream of peace is realized. On Remembrance Day, we 
acknowledge the courage and sacrifice of those who served their country and 
acknowledge our responsibility to work for the peace they fought hard to achieve. 
 

At Trillium Woods Public School, we will be holding our Remembrance Day assembly on Friday, November 
9, 2018 at 10:45 am.   

Character Corner:  HONESTY 
 

Our Character Matters trait for the month of November is Honesty.  Honesty is a very important character trait 
that we teach our children from a very young age.  It is probably the first character trait we teach our children! 
 
 

“A lie has speed, but truth has endurance”  
—Mark Twain  

 

 

What is honesty? 
 Being truthful in word and action 
 Showing trustworthiness 
 Being reliable in carrying out commitments, 

obligations and duties 
 Telling the truth 
 Admitting wrong doing 

What does honesty look like/sound like? 
 Telling parents/guardians/caregivers or a teacher 

about a mistake and facing the consequences of 
the action 

 Not getting angry at someone when they are hon-
est with you in a respectful manner 

 Refraining from gossiping and spreading rumours 
 Turning in something that is lost 

Focusing on the Fundamentals of  Math, Grades 1-8  
 

The Ontario government recently released a parent fact sheet and a teacher’s guide on Focusing on 
the Fundamentals of Math in grades 1 to 8.  In the guide, teachers are asked to focus attention on 
expectations from the Number Sense and Patterning strands of the current math curriculum and are 
also asked to focus on student understanding and sense-making before formal methods, such as 
algorithms, are introduced.   

York Region teachers have always worked to develop strong number sense and computational flu-
ency while supporting student understanding of underlying concepts.  All educators in our board 
continue to support students in becoming confident problem solvers who use mathematical 
knowledge, skills and processes to be contributing members of a changing society.   
 
In order to support your child with math at home and in day-to-day life, this site lists useful websites, 
activities and games that you can reference and use.  Thank you for the important role you play in 
the creation of confident problem solvers. 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/parents-math-guide.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/teachers/teachers-math-guide.html


Legalization of  Cannabis in Ontario  
 
As a school board, we are committed to creating safe, healthy and inclusive learning and working 
environments.  This commitment is embedded in our Multi-Year Strategic Plan that sets our priori-
ties and guides our decision making as a board.  We are dedicated to working closely with families 
to advance student achievement and well-being. 
 

On October 17, 2018, it became legal for individuals 19 and older to buy, use, possess and grow 
recreational cannabis. It remains illegal for anyone under the age of 19. This is the same as the min-
imum age for the sale of tobacco and alcohol in Ontario. Regardless of age, cannabis is not allowed 
on school property or at school-related events at any time. 
 

It is illegal for anyone regardless of age to smoke or vape any substance, including cannabis: 
 at school, on school grounds, and all public areas within 20m of these grounds 
 on children’s playgrounds and public areas within 20m of playgrounds 
 in child care centres, or where an early years program is provided 
 in places where home child care is provided – even if children aren’t present* 

*Please note that these are the provincial regulations and by-laws could be different at a municipal level 

There will be consequences for students if they are believed to be in possession or under the influ-
ence of alcohol, illegal drugs or cannabis. Suspension will be considered. There are exceptions if 
the medicinal use of cannabis is outlined in the student’s Health Care Plan. If a student gives alco-
hol or cannabis to anyone under the age of 19, the school will contact police, suspend the student 
and consider expulsion. 
 

Through both the Ontario elementary and secondary Health and Physical Education curriculum, stu-
dents will learn how to make informed decisions that support their health and well-being.  Students 
will learn about the risks associated with substance use, misuse, and addictive behaviours, includ-
ing alcohol, cannabis and illegal drugs, in a developmentally appropriate manner. Additional infor-
mation about curriculum connections can also be found on the Ministry of Education website, includ-
ing the Cannabis Information for Schools and School Boards.  
 

In YRDSB, we want families and students to be informed about the facts of cannabis legalization. 
To support this learning, you may find the following resources helpful. You can also request a hard 
copy through the school office. 
 

Cannabis: What Parents/Guardians and Caregivers Need to Know 

Cannabis Talk Kit: Know How to Talk With Your Teen 

We will continue to provide students with information and support to make positive and healthy deci-
sions.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

Protection of  Instructional Time 
 

At Trillium Woods PS we are committed to ensuring your child’s instructional time is protected.  Constant in-
terruptions disrupt learning for all students.  As such, we are asking for your cooperation to ensure that ar-
rangements to pick up your child(ren) are made well in advance.   
 

We will not be interrupting classroom instruction to relay messages.   If you need to speak to your child or a 
staff member, the main office will facilitate the contact at a time that is respectful of students’ learning and 
staff planning.  
 

We thank you for your cooperation and assistance in this matter. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/health.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/health.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/healthyschools/educators-resources.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/healthyschools/cannabis-fact-sheet-en.pdf
https://smh-assist.ca/wp-content/uploads/WEB-Cannabis-Information-Document-SMHA-CAMH-ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.drugfreekidscanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/34-17-1850-Cannabis-Talk-Kit-EN-10.pdf


November  2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1                Day 5 

 
 
 
 
 
All Saints’ Day  

2              Day 1 3 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Angus Glen  5k 

5         Day 2 6         Day 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
♦Diwali Begins  

7         Day 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mahavira Nirvana 

8                Day 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skanda Shashti 
Vratham begins  

9              Day 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Birth of the Bab 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Birth of the  
Baha’u’llah  

11 
 
 
 
 
 
Remembrance 
Day  

12         Day 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jnana Panchami 

13         Day 3 

 
 
 
 
 
Boys Area Volleyball 

Photo Retake 
Day  

14         Day 4 15              Day 5 16 Day 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Girls Area Volleyball 

17 

18 19         Day 2 20         Day 3 21         Day 4 

 
 
 
 

 
Progress Reports 
sent home  
 
Mawlid-un-Nabi 

22              Day 5 

 
 

 
 
 
Interview/Student 
Led Conference 
Night  

23 
 
Interview/Student 
Led Conference 
AM 

PA Day—No 
School  
 
Birthday of Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji  

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Martyrdom of Guru 
Tegh Bahadar Ji  

25 26            Day 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Day of the  
Covenant  

27         Day 2 28         Day 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ascension of Abdu’l-
Baha  

29         Day 4 30             Day 5  


